
January 8, 2003

Public WW
orkshop

The Federal H
ighw

ay A
dm

inistration (FH
W

A
), in

cooperation w
ith the N

ational Park Service (N
PS), is

preparing an Environm
ental A

ssessm
ent (EA

) for
providing additional parking, and enhancing safety for
pedestrians, cyclists, and m

otorists in the area of the
existing M

ount Vernon C
ircle at the south term

inus of
G

eorge W
ashington M

em
orial Parkw

ay (G
W

M
P). A

public w
orkshop has been scheduled to gather citizen

input regarding the parking and trail alternatives. The
w

orkshop w
ill be held Tuesday, January 21, 2003, 

6:00 p.m
. to 8:00 p.m

., at W
alt W

hitm
an M

iddle School
in A

lexandria, V
irginia. 

There w
ill be a short presentation at 7:00 p.m

., w
hich

w
ill provide an overview

 of the project and present the
parking and trail alternatives. A

lthough there w
ill be no

form
al public statem

ent
opportunities at the w

orkshop,
form

s for w
ritten com

m
ents

w
ill be provided to attendees

and representatives of the N
PS,

and FH
W

A
w

ill be available to
discuss the project w

ith
interested citizens. 

Purpose aand NN
eed

The Purpose and N
eed statem

ent serves as the first
chapter in the EA

. It explains the need for the study and
action, and addresses the purpose, goals, and objectives
of the proposed project. 

The purpose of this project is to provide im
provem

ents
(including parking, roadw

ay, sidew
alks, and bike trails)

to accom
m

odate current and planned dem
and for

parking, im
prove traffic operations, and to enhance the

safety of pedestrians, m
otorists, and cyclists in the

vicinity of M
ount Vernon Estates and G

ardens.

Project need is based on several cum
ulative factors. 

A
nalysis of existing conditions show

s that a deficiency
currently exists for parking during periods of peak
visitation. 
A

t certain tim
es, pedestrians m

ust cross congested
roads to access M

ount Vernon from
 the existing

parking areas. 
R

ecent and planned
expansion and
renovations to the
M

ount Vernon
Estates and G

ardens
w

ill lead to changes
in visitor and
pedestrian patterns, including increases in parking
dem

and. 

G
oals and objectives for the project include:
Increase parking capacity for visitors to M

ount
Vernon.
Im

prove pedestrian and bike trail connectivity in 
the im

m
ediate area of M

ount Vernon Estates 
and G

ardens.
Enhance pedestrian, m

otorist, and cyclist safety. 
C

oordinate w
ith other studies and agencies (including 

Fairfax C
ounty and V

irginia D
epartm

ent of 
Transportation).
Provide extensive opportunities for public
involvem

ent.
C

oordinate w
ith N

ational Park Service m
anagem

ent
plans for the G

W
M

P.
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Existing CConditions

The study team
 has com

pleted an Existing C
onditions

Report, w
hich sum

m
arizes existing traffic and environm

ental
conditions w

ithin the study area, and also docum
ents current

environm
ental and cultural resources, land use, and

socioeconom
ic factors. The report w

as provided to local
agencies. A

Stakeholder Participation Panel (SPP) w
as form

ed
at the start of the study period, M

arch 2002, to assist FH
W

A
and N

PS to com
plete the study. The SPP

is a group of citizens
representing various com

m
unities in the vicinity of M

ount
Vernon. SPP

m
em

bers w
ere appointed by M

t. Vernon D
istrict

Supervisor G
erry H

yland. The im
pact on existing conditions

and on stakeholders w
as analyzed for each suggested

alternative.

Prelim
inary CConcepts

The follow
ing prelim

inary concepts w
ere first presented at a

public m
eeting on June 26, 2002:

N
ew

 parking lots on N
PS property betw

een R
oute 235 

and G
W

M
P

and on M
ount Vernon property betw

een  
tw

o segm
ents of R

oute 235
R

econfiguration and expansion of existing lots
Shuttle bus from

 Fort H
unt Park

O
ff-site bus parking

A
ttendees responded to questions on com

m
ent form

s.
R

esponses indicated parking as the m
ost im

portant issue, best
addressed by parking and traffic solutions. A

ny realignm
ent of

M
t. Vernon H

ighw
ay to im

prove traffic operations and enhance
safety w

as opposed by citizens. B
ased on com

m
ents from

 the
public m

eeting and further discussion w
ith citizens and the

N
ational Park Service, fourteen alternatives w

ere initially
developed. These alternatives w

ill be briefly review
ed at the

public m
eeting. A

t this tim
e, it is recom

m
ended that the

follow
ing four alternatives be carried forw

ard and analyzed in
m

ore detail. The other ten alternatives w
ere considered but are

not recom
m

ended for further consideration due to various
factors, for exam

ple not m
eeting the project purpose and need.  

Alternative 11

Construct a new parking lot on M
ount Vernon property 

west of Route 235.
This alternative provides one new

 
parking lot w

ith 290 spaces on M
ount Vernon property 

betw
een R

oute 235 (north) and R
oute 235 (w

est). It has a
footprint of 2.7 acres, and has one drivew

ay onto R
oute 235

(north) and one drivew
ay at the existing east access point onto

R
oute 235 (w

est). It is approxim
ately 900 feet from

 the lot to
the entrance gate, and pedestrians w

ould be required to cross
R

oute 235 to reach the gate from
 the new

 lot. 

Alternative 22

Expand East and W
est Parking Lots; construct a new 

overflow parking lot on M
ount Vernon property west of 

Route 235.
This alternative w

ould include an additional 130
spaces in the W

est Lot and an additional 30 spaces in the East
Lot. There also w

ould be a 130-space overflow
 lot that w

ould
be constructed on M

ount Vernon property betw
een R

oute 235 
(north) and R

oute 235 (w
est). The spaces in the expanded

current lots w
ould be accessed through existing drivew

ays.
The overflow

 lot has one drivew
ay onto R

oute 235 (north) and
one drivew

ay at the existing access point from
 the R

oute 235.
The total parking and access area for the proposed parking
spaces is 3.0 acres. Pedestrians using the W

est and East lots
w

ould continue to access the entrance gate using existing
w

alkw
ays, w

hile visitors parking in the overflow
 lot w

ould
w

alk a distance of approxim
ately 1,000 feet before crossing 

R
oute 235. 

Alternative 33

Expand East and W
est Parking Lots; expand the existing 

em
ployee parking lot on M

ount Vernon property behind the
wall south of Route 235 to accom

m
odate overflow parking.

This alternative w
ould expand the W

est Lot and the East Lot as
in A

lternative 3. The existing em
ployee lot behind the M

ount 
Vernon w

all, south of R
oute 235, also w

ould be expanded to
the w

est to provide 130 spaces for overflow
 parking. C

urrently,
there are greenhouses im

m
ediately to the w

est of the em
ployee

parking lot. The expansions of the W
est and East lots require

an area of 1.1 acres on w
ooded land, and the expansion of the

em
ployee lot w

ould use an area of 1.4 acres on developed land.
Pedestrians w

alking from
 the overflow

 lot w
ould w

alk behind
the w

all to the entrance gate, a distance of approxim
ately 1,100

feet. This lot w
ould require additional m

easures by M
ount

Vernon to route visitors through the ticket gate. 

Alternative 44

"N
o-build" Alternative.This alternative w

ould not provide
any additional parking spaces or safety enhancem

ent. The
Potom

ac N
ational H

eritage and Scenic Trail w
ould rem

ain in
its current configuration.

Public IInvolvem
ent

The SPP
is com

posed of citizens w
ho  represent the interests

of the com
m

unity near M
ount Vernon. These citizens w

ere
appointed by Fairfax C

ounty Surpervisor G
erry H

yland, w
ho

also sits on the panel. R
egular m

eetings have been held
betw

een the FH
W

A
and N

PS, the M
ount Vernon Ladies

A
ssociation, and the SPP

to discuss the project and
alternatives, and to receive feedback and guidance from

 these
groups. The general public is involved through w

orkshops and
w

ritten com
m

ents. A
t the January 21 w

orkshop, citizens w
ill

have the opportunity to discuss their thoughts and concerns
w

ith representatives from
 the FH

W
A

, N
PS, V

D
O

T, and Fairfax
C

ounty.

C
om

m
ents about the study can also be directed to:

Jack Van D
op

Project M
anager, FH

W
A

Eastern Federal Lands H
ighw

ay D
ivision

21400 R
idgetop C

ircle
Sterling, VA

20166

703.404.6282 (O
ffice)

703.404.6217 (Fax)
jack.van.dop@

fhw
a.dot.gov

Project W
ebsite: 

w
w

w.efl.fhw
a.dot.gov/planning/nepa/index.htm

PU
B

LIC
 W

O
R

K
SH

O
P

W
hen:

Tuesday, January 21, 2003
6:00 PM

 to 8:00 PM

W
here:

W
alt W

hitm
an M

iddle School
2500 Parkers Lane
Alexandria, VA

22306

Location of public m
eeting


